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Abstract: This research aims to find out whether there is a correlation between 
Students’ latent and actualized interests in English academic reading. The method 
of this research is correlational study. The process of collecting data was done 
through the use of ERAS, SIQ and Likert Scale questionnaires. There were 43 
students from the third semester of English study program in academic year 
2013/2014 of Tanjungpura University involved in this research. In connection to 
the research purpose, data was analyzed by using Pearson product moment 
formula through the assist of SPSS 19. Based on data analysis, the result is found 
that: (1) there is a strong correlation between latent and actualized interest in 
English academic reading, and (2) there is a positive and significant correlation 
between latent interest and actualized interest. In conclusion, this research shows 
that actualized interest in English academic reading is strongly correlated with 
latent interest especially in students’ feeling related latent interest.  
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Abstrak:Tujuan penelitian ini ialah mengetahui apakah ada hubungan antara 
minat laten mahasiswa dan minat aktualisasi mahasiswa dalam bacaan akademik 
berbahasa Inggris. Metode penelitian ini ialah penelitian korelasional. Proses 
pengumpulan data di selesaikan dengan menggunakan kuesioner ERAS, SIQ, dan 
Likert Scale. Terdapat 43 mahasiswa semester tiga prodi bahasa inggris tahun 
akademik 2013/2014 yang terlibat dalam penelitian ini. Universitas Tanjungpura 
dalam penelitian ini. Berdasarkan tujuan penelitian, data di analisis dengan 
menggunakan rumus pearson product moment melalui bantuan aplikasi SPSS 19. 
Berdasarkan analisis data, ditemukan bahwa: (1) Terdapat korelasi yang kuat 
antara minat laten dan minat aktualisasi dalam bacaan akademik berbahasa 
inggris, dan (2) Terdapat korelasi positif dan signifikan antara minat laten dan 
minat aktualisasi. Kesimpulannya, penelitian ini menunjukkan minat aktualisasi 
dalam bacaan akademik berbahasa Inggris berkaitan sangat erat dengan minat 
laten khususnya dalam minat laten yang berhubungan dengan perasaan 
mahasiswa. 
 
Kata kunci: Minat Laten, Minat Aktualisasi  
 
 
 
eading interest is a kind of big issue in undergraduates’ life because it relates 
to quality of self-study. Moreover, there is one of research result about R 
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reading interest in undergraduates from UNDIP Semarang in 2010 by Siswati 
which stated that undergraduates have low reading interest because they love to 
spend their time on watching TV and social networks than their academic 
reading. According to Mustafa (2012), undergraduates will read their academic 
reading if they get an assignment from their lecturer. The researcher’s assumption 
that English study program undergraduates of Tanjungpura University has low 
interest too in reading. Interest itself is a feeling of wanting to explore attention or 
discover more about what someone wants to do. 
According to Schraw and Lehman (2001), interest has its taxonomy which 
consists of personal interest and situational interest. Personal interest is intrinsic 
desire which it is activated internally to understanding a particular topic. Hidi 
(2001, p.192) stated that the personal interest is divided into subcategories; they 
are latent interest and actualized interest. Meanwhile, situational Interest is 
consisting of text based, task based and knowledge based. According to Hurlock 
(Katili, 2013) interest is motivational source that drives people to do what they 
want when they freely choose. Thus, the researcher believes that interest in 
reading has a role to elicit motivation to read. 
Many experts who have researched about interest stated that interest is 
energizer of motivation in learning through reading activity. Another previous 
research was conducted by Schiefele, Winteler and Krapp (Schiefele, 1993) 
entitled” The measurement of study interest and its relation to other motivational 
variables and the use of learning strategies” which is covered in “Interest, 
learning and motivation” book from Postdam University. This research examined 
a correlation between latent and actualized interest with three subscales, they 
were; feeling-related (Latent Interest), Value-related (Latent Interest) and study-
related activities (actualized interest). It was discovered that latent interest and 
actualized interest had positive correlation because latent interest (pleasure, prior 
knowledge and goal orientation) correlated with actualized interest (searching 
information, looking for additional sources of information, and critical evaluation 
were time consuming and required effort. It means that, the personal interest 
causes the high actualized interest. Schifele et al (1983) stated that the correlation 
between latent interest and actualized interest can be a negative correlation if the 
latent interest is high whereas the actualized interest is low. In other words, if the 
individuals have the goal or importance, it will make them have actualized 
interest automatically. 
Considering the previous research and some relevant theories, it is clear 
that between latent and actualized interest have correlation. It means that the 
correlation between latent interest and actualized interest determines learning 
quality. Thus, it push the researcher to conduct this research, because the 
researcher think that it is very important to know students’ personal interest in 
English academic reading especially to find out whether there is correlation 
between latent interest and actualized interest. 
 From the explanation above, this research focused exclusively on personal 
interest especially the latent interest and actualized interest in English academic 
reading. Academic English reading in this case was the reading book, handbook 
or any references dealing with students ‘subjects such as TEFL, ELT, and many 
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others subjects. The result of this research was expected to be positive correlation 
which has been stated by Schraw and Lehman (2001) theory about interest. 
 
METHOD 
Form of Research 
Based on the research problem, the method of this research is correlational 
study. Correlational study is one of quantitative research besides experimental 
study.  According to Muijs (2004, p.1), quantitative research is a research which 
explaining phenomena by collecting numerical data that are analyzed using 
mathematically based methods in particular statistics. Correlational study is a 
study which attempt to investigate the relationship between one or more 
variables. This research used bivariate correlation because there were two 
variables; they were one independent variable (X) and one dependent variable 
(Y). According to Blerkom (2009, p.267), bivariate correlation is a correlation 
which describes the relationship between two variables. Independent variable of 
this research is latent interest symbolized as variable X and dependent variable is 
actualized interest in English academic reading symbolized as variable Y. 
Population and Sample 
Population of this research was the 3rd semester students of English 
Education Study Program semester in Teacher Training and Education Faculty 
Tanjungpura University Pontianak academic year 2013/2014. The sample of this 
research, the researcher used total sampling technique. Total sampling technique 
is a sampling technique which the population can be sample of research because 
the number of the students was less than 100 (Sugiyono, 2011). According to 
Arikunto (2006, p.134), if the population is less than 100, the population can be 
the sample of research so that this research is population study.  The reseacher 
took all students the third semester which they were in class A+ and Class B+. 
The number was 66 students but the reality in field, the researcher only got 43 
students. 
Data Collecting Technique 
In doing a research, a researcher has to choose an appropriate technique to 
gain the data. The appropriate data collecting technique for this research is survey 
technique. According to Gulo (2010), Survey is data collecting technique which 
used an instrument to solicit the responses from sample respondents. The source 
of the data is the result of survey. All of participants will complete the 
questionnaire. The questionnaire of this research consists of two questionnaires. 
The techniques of data collecting were done in several steps as follow: 
1. The researcher distributed the questionnaires to the students. 
2. After the researcher collected the data from questionnaires, the researcher 
analyzed the mean score of data. 
3. Then, the researcher analyzed the correlation between latent and 
actualized interest by using SPSS 19. 
4.  The researcher represented the description of correlation between the 
latent and actualized interest English study program undergraduates 
toward English academic reading. 
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5. The writer made conclusion of the research. 
Tool of Data Collecting 
Instrument or tool of data collecting in this research was questionnaire. 
Because of in this research there were two variables, so the researcher decided to 
make 2 questionnaires. In this research the researcher modified the 
questionnaires, so the questionnaires would be suitable for the participants of 
this research, which were students of English Education study program 
undergraduates. The first questionnaire, researcher was modified from ERAS 
(Elementary Reading Attitude survey) by McKenna and Kear (1990) and SIQ 
(Study interest questionnaire) by Schiefele (1993) which helped to describe the 
feeling-related and Value-related of the students. The second questionnaire was 
actualized interest questionnaire which used Likert Scale by Mustafa (2012). In 
latent interest questionnaire divided the whole of 30 items into two parts: 
Feeling related (20 items) and Value related (10 items). Whereas the actualized 
interest questionnaire has 20 items. Then, the total of the questionnaire items 
was 50 items. All the items were meant to explore their latent interest and 
actualized interest in English academic reading. The table below provided the 
table of specification of latent interest based on Schraw and Lehman (2001) and 
actualized interest based on Mustafa’ parameter (2012,p): 
Table 1 Table of Specification of Latent Interest 
Latent Interest 
Feeling Related Value Related 
1. Feeling Curiosity in Reading 
2. Desire of Reading 
3. Feeling exploration in English 
Academic Reading 
4. Motivation of Reading in 
English Academic Reading 
book 
5. Motivation of reading in 
Recreational Reading books 
1. Belief importance of Reading 
2. Personal Value 
3. Attitude of Reading 
 
Latent interest has subcomponents; they are feeling related and value 
related. Feeling related is emotional interest, if someone has positive emotion 
and experience in an activity or topic, the positive feeling can give a strong 
motivational incentive to engage to the activity. Value related is a belief of 
knowledge which is a critical part of someone’s goal in a long term learning 
process.  
 
 
 
 
Table 2 Table of Specification of Actualized Interest 
Actualized Interest 
1. The use of Spending Time to read books 
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2. Frequency of Reading Books 
3. Duration of Reading books 
4. Exploration 
5. Spending money to buy books 
 
 
The table of specification of actualized interest, at this research was based 
on parameter by Mustafa (2012, p.2), which are frequency, duration, spending 
money and collection owned.  
Data Analysis 
In data analysis, firstly the writer analyzed the data from two 
questionnaires. Secondly the writer used statistical analysis to find the 
correlation coefficient. There are some steps to analyze the result: 
1. Analyze The Students’ Response  
a. Latent Interest:  
(1). Latent Interest: Feeling related 
To Score the students’ response for feeling related in latent interest, the 
writer used ERAS Instrument by Mckenna and Kear (1990). Participants 
responded the questionnaire by circling the emoticon of Garfield.  
Happiest Garfield  : 4 Points 
Slightly Smiling Garfield : 3 Points 
Mildly Upset Garfield  : 2 Points 
Very Upset Garfield  : 1 point 
The emoticon of Garfield describe of feeling about reading especially in this 
case is English academic reading. This emoticon is used for to know how the 
positive feeling about English Academic reading. This emoticon is determined of 
students’ feeling related in English Academic reading. 
(2). Latent interest: The Value related 
To score the students response, the researcher used SIQ by Schiefele 
(1993). The response’s option represented the degree of agreement as shown in 
the table below: 
Completely True : 4 Points 
Quite True  : 3 Points 
Somewhat True : 2 Points 
Not all true  : 1 Point 
b. Actualized Interest  
The researcher described the actualized interest by analyzing data from 
actualized Interest questionnaire. In analyzing the actualized Interest, the 
researcher used 4 points Likert Scale by Mustafa (2012) 
Often  : 4 Points 
Sometimes : 3 Points 
Rarely  : 2 Points 
Never  : 1 Point 
c. Calculation of Mean Score  
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To process the data gathered from questionnaires, the researcher used 
the mean formula which was adapted from Blerkom (2009, p.245).  
      Me   = 
   
 
                  Notes : 
                 Me = mean 
    ∑xi = total score 
    n = total number of items 
The formula above was used to find the mean score of latent interest and 
actualized interest in English academic reading. The result of this mean score 
will describe of their interest in English academic reading. 
d. Percentage of Students’ Response 
To analyze whole of students’ response, researcher used percentage 
formula to know what the response that students dominantly choose. This is the 
formula of percentage that can be seen below: 
 
  =
  
Ʃ  
     % 
 
P : Percentage 
fi : Number of participants who choose a particular category 
Ʃfi : Number of participants 
2. Analyze The Correlation between Students’ Latent and Actualized 
Interests 
In solving the research problem, the researcher used the Correlation 
formula, namely Pearson Product moment. The formula of correlation that the 
researcher used was a formula from Wijaya (2011:83), as can be seen below: 
 
rxy = 
   
  


2222 )(..)(.
))((.
yynxxn
yxxyn
 
 
In analyzing the correlation the researcher used SPSS 19. SPSS 19 is software 
which common used in education research to calculate statistical data (Muijs, 
2004).  
 
RESEARCH FINDING AND DISCUSSION 
 
Research Finding 
After analyzing the students’ response, the writer found the answer that 
demanded by the research. The major question that this research tried to find 
whether there is a correlation between latent interest and actualized interest in 
English Academic Reading. Before explained the correlation between latent and 
actualized interest, It is important to show the result of analyzing students’ 
response from questionnaires. 
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The tables below are the result of latent interest questionnaire and actualized 
questionnaire: 
This is the result of variable X or latent interest based on the students’ response: 
Table 3 Latent in English Academic Reading (X) 
Latent Interest 
Feeling 
Related 
1. Curiosity in reading They had enough 
curiosity toward book. 
2. Desire of  Reading They had enough desire 
in reading. 
3. Feeling of exploration 
in reading English 
Academic reading 
They didn’t feel to like 
explore in English 
academic reading rather 
than non-academic 
books. 
4. Motivation of Reading 
English Academic book 
They didn’t too like to 
read English Academic 
book. 
5. Motivation to read 
Recreational books 
They were really love 
read non-academic book. 
Value Related 1. Belief in importance of 
reading 
The students had a belief 
that reading is a part to 
reach their goals in future 
but they were not interest 
to explore deeply in 
reading English 
Academic books. 
2. Personal Value Their family and lecturer 
have strong influence to 
their reading attitude. 
3. The attitude of reading In implementation they 
were quite lazy to read 
because they rather 
dependent to their 
lecturer policy. 
 
 
 
 
 
This is the result of variable Y or Actualized Interest based on the students’ 
response: 
Table 4 Actualized Interest in English Academic reading (Y) 
Actualized Interest 
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 Indicators Results 
1. The use of Spending Time to 
read books 
The all of students were rarely to spend 
their time to read books in spare time. 
2. Frequency of Reading books They were rarely to read their English 
academic books every night 
3. Duration of Reading books They were rarely to spend 1 more hour 
in a day to read their English Academic 
books. 
4. Exploration The students have no interest in 
exploration to their English academic 
books for example: 
To searching and download additional 
books which related to their subject, 
make summary, and discuss with 
lecturer and classmate about their 
subject because They will read books 
when they get assignment from 
lecturer. 
5. Spending money to buy 
books 
They have no interest to spend more 
money for their knowledge in English 
academic reading. 
 
The result of mean score latent interest and actualized interest are provided in 
the table below: 
Table 5 Mean Score 
 
 Latent Interest Actualized Interest 
Mean 82.5116 47.5116 
Standard Deviation 12.23650 8.89722 
 
N 43 43 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The correlation between latent interest and actualized interest through SPSS 19 
are provided in the table below: 
Table 6 The Correlation between Latent Interest and Actualized Interest in 
English Academic Reading 
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 Latent 
Interest 
Actualized 
Interest 
Pearson Product Moment       Latent Interest 
                                            Actualized Interest 
1 
.627** 
.627** 
1 
Sig.(2-Tailed)                            Latent Interest 
                                            Actualized Interest 
` 
.000 
.000 
. 
N                                                Latent Interest    
                                            Actualized Interest 
43 
43 
43 
43 
Based on the result of Pearson Product moment, it is found that there is a 
positive and significant correlation between latent interest and actualized interest 
in English Academic reading. Correlation coefficient between latent interest and 
actualized interest is 0.627. Based on the correlation coefficient category by 
Muijs (2004), the correlation between latent interest and actualized interest is 
categorized as strong correlation. 
In this research, the researcher presented a figure which is called a scatter 
diagram. The scatter diagram can be seen below: 
 
 
Figure 1 Scatter Plot of Correlation between X and Y 
Scatter diagram always used to prove or show a relationships between 
two variables. In the scatter diagram above, it show the direction of the points or 
outliers move from left to right, it indicates as positive gradient. The form of 
correlation in this scatter diagram is linear, because the points spread follow the 
trendline. The degree or strength in this correlation coefficient is +0.627. The 
result of correlation coefficient had been calculated by using SPSS 19 before. 
Based on Muijs (2004), correlation coefficient from 0.600 – 0.800 is 
categorized as strong correlation. Y= 0.445x + 9.9116, means that you get the 
regression equation 0.445x + 9.9116. Actualized interest is 0.445 if the latent 
interest increases 9.9116.The coefficient determination or R2= 0.3928 is the 
y = 0,4557x + 9,9116
R² = 0,3928
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result of squaring from correlation coefficient (r= 0.627). R2= (0.627)2 
=0.3928= 0.39. An R2 value of 0.39 says that 39% of actualized interest (y) is 
explained by the linear relation with latent Interest (x). This leaves 61 % of the 
variation in actualized interest left to be explained by other factors (not x). 
 
Discussion 
This research tried to find out whether there is or not a correlation 
between latent interest and actualized interest in English academic reading. This 
research was conducted at Teacher Training faculty especially English study 
program of Tanjungpura University. Based on the data analysis by using SPSS 
19 with Pearson product moment formula, it found that there is a strong 
correlation between students’ latent and actualized interests in English 
Academic reading. Overall, this result is quite similar with the previous research 
of Schifele, winteler and Krapp (1991) study which have found that between 
latent interest and actualized interest were correlated. 
The strong correlation between latent interest and actualized interest can 
happen because the influence from students’ feeling related. Based on Schraw 
and Lehman (2001), the high actualization can elicit if the individuals have 
positive feeling or emotion in a topic or object. Positive feeling or emotion itself 
in interest based on Schunk, pintrinch and Meece (2008, p.28) is a feeling 
comfortable toward a topic or an object such as happy, joyful, enjoyment, love 
and hope. This means that the feeling related in personal interest gives the big 
influence toward low or high actualization to engage activity which relates to 
the topic or object. 
Although this research stated that there is correlation between latent and 
actualized interest in English academic reading but the students’ condition in 
English academic reading is very bad. Based on the result, it found that the third 
semester students of English study program in academic year 2013/2014 were 
not maximal in actualized interest. It was because the students more had latent 
interest in recreational reading rather than English academic reading. Their 
positive feeling related tends to in recreational reading. Besides that the other 
staggering is in students’ value related. In value related, the students will 
motivate in reading if their lecturer give an assignment, order to read some 
book, and give a test about English academic reading. It seems that the external 
factor from lecturers can give a strong influence. Because of the result of 
students’ feeling related and value related in English academic reading is not 
very good so it is very synchronous with the students’ actualization is not very 
maximal in English academic reading rather than recreational reading. It is clear 
that the high actualized interest is determined by latent interest.  
Furthermore, this research contributes to give the description of 
students’ condition in English academic reading. Knowing the students’ 
condition in English academic reading can help the students’ to improve their 
interest and to solve problems in improving interest in English academic 
reading. The important thing of this research is suggested that students to 
explore their latent interest in English academic reading. It is because the latent 
interest determine how well their actualization in English academic reading. 
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CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
 
Conclusion 
Regarding the research result it can be concluded that there is a positive 
and significant correlation between latent interest and actualized interest in 
English academic reading. It is showed by Pearson product moment formula that 
correlation coefficient is 0.627. In addition, students’ actualized interest in 
English academic is not maximal. It is because most of students have latent 
interest in recreational reading rather than English academic reading. It means 
that the high actualized interest in this research is determined by latent interest. 
Beside to find out the correlation, this research also gives description of students’ 
condition in English academic reading. It proves that English study program 
students must change their habit or lifestyle and use time wisely. They should try 
to love and spend time for English academic reading although read recreational 
reading is good too. Thus, this research result can be a consideration about for 
students to improve their interest in English academic reading. 
Suggestion 
Based on the conclusion in this research, the researcher suggested the 
following that; (1) it is suggested to the faculty not only to make the library 
comfortable but also to provide interesting and relevant sources. (2) The 
researcher suggested to educators to give advices to students about importance of 
reading interest for students’ future who will be a teacher, to inform to the 
students about some interesting English academic reading books which can make 
them to read and also give some assignments which relates to improving reading 
interest. (3) For students are expected to improve their reading interest in English 
academic reading through by using time to enrich vocabulary which can improve 
their comprehension in English academic reading and diminishing take too long 
time for watching TV, social network and browsing unimportant things. (4) The 
last but not least, the researcher hope that the next future research to be concerned 
at the students’ personal interest. 
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